November 9th, 2008
Hi 
[image: image1.jpg]


More to write about this week, partly because of the US presidential election. It was good that Obama won. His victory was positively welcomed around the world, for example, in Kenya, where his father came from, in Indonesia where he lived and particularly at the school he attended and of course in the small coastal town of Obama, Japan, west of Tokyo, where the population followed the election closely and celebrated widely over the victory. (This town, by the way, is one of the places where some Japanese were abducted and taken to North Korea some time back.) I must say though that when I heard of whom Obama had chosen to be his Chief of Staff, I was disappointed. This guy is described as a “take no prisoners” person, which is a euphemism for words that you wouldn’t normally be able to print! His style is just the opposite to that of Obama and seems to conflict with the consensus-building tone that Obama wants. It was interesting that a day or so later I heard on the news that similar opinions were being expressed in the US. Although Obama won the electoral college vote (the one that counts) by a landslide, the popular vote was closer - 52% to Obama against 46% to McCain. However, this is the first election since 1964 (President Johnson) when a democrat contender has received more than 51% of the popular vote (which means that because of the Electoral College system, a candidate can win without winning the popular vote). By the way, having sent me that great Obama political ad about me not voting, I am now being inundated with e-mails from the same Obama site!!! 
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Well, it has taken about two years finally to elect a new US president. In the meantime, many other countries have had elections that took only a fraction of that time, There have been elections in Canada, Australia and just yesterday, in New Zealand. Helen Clark, leader of the Labour Party who has been PM for the past nine years, was defeated. Apparently, she has been a good PM but people just wanted a change. NZ has a complicated voting system, which seldom results in one party having an absolute majority; coalitions have to be formed. Voters have two votes – one for their geographical/residential constituency and one party vote. Thus, you may prefer the Labour party and so vote accordingly with your party vote, but prefer the local representative, even though that person is in another party. The party vote is split amongst people on the party lists according to the proportion of the party vote each party receives. 
I am off to Indonesia on Tuesday. This may not be a good time to go, as I have just heard on the radio news that the three convicted Bali bombers have just been executed after a lengthy delay (perhaps because Prince Charles was in Indonesia, though I don’t know if that is the actual reason). Australians has been told not to visit Indonesia at this time and I guess I look just like an Australian!! However, I do not expect any trouble. Here is my itinerary:
- Nov 11 (Tues) – fly to Singapore
- Nov 12 (Wed afternoon) – meet with publisher, then fly to Jakarta; stay at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel.
- Nov 13-14 – two days doing demonstration lessons with P3 classes teaching Science using English

- Nov 15 – meeting with the Indonesian team helping the publisher with the new primary science course.

- Nov 16 (Sun) – day off.

- Nov 17 (Mon) – presentation to lower secondary science teachers on the use of English in teaching Science and trying to push the Singapore Science books which a few schools have already adopted. 

- Nov 18 (Tues) – similar but with primary teachers; the P3-6 primary science books I will write are for these people (the P1-2 books, already completed, were written by others. The publisher originally wanted to sell my Brunei P4-6 Science books but Brunei said No!)

- Nov 19 (Wed) – travel to Padang, a city west of Jakarta.

- Nov 20 (Thurs) – same presentation to secondary teachers (none for primary).
- Nov 21 (Fri) – fly from Padang to Jakarta to Singapore and back to HK. 

Originally, there were to be presentations in a third city – Surabaya – but these were cancelled; why, I do not know. 

Chris Patten has again been in HK for several days, promoting his latest book. Although he is a conservative, he seems to think Obama will be a good president. He is still fat, not helped by eating the daan tarts he likes and which the TV media like to show him eating. 
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I don’t know if anyone in the US follows Formula-1. Last weekend, Lewis Hamilton from Britain, at 23, became the youngest F1 world champion. Saw the end of the race in Brazil on the TV news – exciting. His main rival, a Brazilian, had to win the race, which he duly did. Hamilton only had to get a fifth place or higher to get the championship. With two laps to go he was lying fifth and was then overtaken, leaving the winner (and the partisan crowd) to think he was the new champion. But like a true champion, Hamilton got back the fifth place just before the end. 


This last week will be my last swims for this season. The pool closes next Saturday. Have felt tired so will have a rest while away, even though the hotel in Jakarta has not only a swimming pool but a 350-metre running track (found this out on the hotel website). Switch to running when I get back. The annual Oxfam MacLehose trail ‘Trailwalker’ is being held this weekend. Last year, I began my runs the same weekend and came across many of those participating. 
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Next Tuesday is the 90th anniversary of end of WWI. The BBC news is showing clips of famous battle sites, which began the other night with Verdun. Can you remember this place – we visited the French fortifications at Verdun when we were in France in 1992(?). Tuesday is also Remembrance day (Commonwealth) and Veterans’ Day (US). Today is the Commonwealth Remembrance Sunday (the closest Sunday to Nov 11th). On the TV news, particularly the BBC, people, especially from the UK, are wearing red poppies. 
Have you heard about grape seeds being good for preventing Alzheimer’s disease? I heard about the research the other day on the news. So far, experiments have only been done with mice. Next steps are to try to extract the active ingredients and to do human trials. In the meantime, they said to eat the seeds.  I buy some grapes (usually try to get the darkest I can) each time I go to the supermarket; I chew and swallow the seeds. I also saw on TV about work at MGH where research is being done on implanting electrodes into people’s brains to allow them to control a computer cursor by thought only. One elderly woman volunteered to be the first person to try this. 

A second-string All Blacks’ team easily defeated Scotland yesterday by 32-6. 
Finally, I was checking your addresses, etc on my e-mail sites. I found that they are out of date, e.g. Leonie and Gavin both have the same address! Could you please give me the latest information – name, address, telephone number(s) and the e-mail address(es) that you prefer for communication. 
That’s about it for now. Quite a long letter this time.
Cheers






· 3

